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pines before the World War. For his brilliant leadership and
gallantry at Cantigny, General Ely received the Croix de
Guerre with palms. Later, while commanding the }d Brigade,
zd Division, General Ely was awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross for extraordinary heroism under fire during the
capture of Vierzey, near Soissons.
General Ely led the 3d Brigade in the Aisne-Marne,
St. Mihiel, Blanc-Mont, and Meuse-Argonne offensives.
On October i, 1918, General Ely was appointed Major
General, and placed in command of the jth Division. Under
his leadership the jth Division achieved what is hailed as one
of the outstanding exploits of the whole war when it suc-
ceeded in crossing the Meuse (Dun-sur-Meuse), November
2, 3, and 5.